1 thought it time to leave. Not at all, said Dr. Castillo. " I have
reserved' the entire morning for you. And I want you to come
again.55
' In the street I tried to buy the new Issue, just out, of Argentina
Libre, a loyal and Intelligent weekly which had been fighting the
War and Isolationism since Spain's straggle. 1 learned the paper
had just been suspended.* Why? It contained an article on iCThe
Popular Front In Chile/' which urged rupture with the Axis; by
implication, the article criticized the policy of Castillo and there-
fore disobeyed the state of siege. The author of the article was Jos6
Maria Cantilo, Foreign Minister of the republic under Ortiz,
Castillo's predecessor!
1 went home and added a few lines to my Farewell.
The next morning I went to the offices of the Federaclon Latino-
Americana, a labour organization with five million members
throughout America Hlspana. To meet me there were National
Deputy Perez Leiroz, Vice President of the Federaclon (its President
is Vicente Lombardo Toledano of Mexico) and nine other promi-
nent labour leaders of Buenos Aires3 representing the railway
workers, the printers, the building trades, the leather industry,
the municipal workers, etc. We talked for a couple of hours; then
we adjourned for lunch in a restaurant of the Calle Gallao, famous
for Its baby beef^ and went on talking.
We discussed the demoralized state of the country; the reasons;
the dangers to all South America; and what could be done about it.
They agreed that the state of seige, clamped on the country by
Castillo on December 16, 19415 was the government's chief instru-
ment for gradually restricting liberties and moving Argentina
surely, and not slowly, toward a dictatorship with, the nazis and
vicious nationalist elements (many In the army) near the helm,
and ready to act at the right moment.
"Why not smash the state of seige," I asked, "with a general
strike? "
For an hour I listened to the reasons why a general strike could
not be. . . . Only thirty-five per cent of labour In Buenos Aires
was organized; in the provinces, far less. Certain industries like oil
and sugar were not organized at all. The trade unions were torn
by factions, sectionalism, politics. Many out of jealousy or fear
truckled with the Government. The workers as a whole lacked
confidence in themselves. They feared that an attempt at concerted
action might bring the dictatorship out Into the open.
*cDon't the workers realize/' I asked, "that the Government is
afraid ofthem?"
"No/* was the answer,
These were good men. (I had met as good In France and England,
~ in 1955s and In 1937-8, when the crying need was to smash Cham-
berlain Js "Non-intervention Committee," which was murdering
* In January 1943, this magazine was finally suppressed.